Chapter XXXI

WHAT ASIA HAS MEANT TO THE REST OF THE
WORLD

fjave us our civilization but Asia gave us our religion,
What is even more interesting, Asia gave the world the three great
monotheistic religions which now dominate mankind, Judaism,
Christianity, and Mohammedanism arc all of Asiatic origin. It is
curious to reflect that when the Inquisitioncrs were burning their
Jews, both the executioners and their victims were appealing to
deities of Asiatic origin; that when the Crusaders were killing the
Mohammedans and vice versa, it was a conflict of two Asiatic
creeds which bade them do murder upon each other; and that
whenever a Christian missionary gets into a dispute with a follower
of Confiidus, the two are merely engaged in a purely Asiatic
exchange of opinions.

But Asia did not only give us our religious beliefs. It also gave
us the fundamentals upon which we have constructed the entire
fabric of dvilization. In the pride of our recent technical inven-
tions, we may loudly boast of " our great Western progress " (we
occasionally do), but that much-vaunted progress of the West is
merely a continuation of the progress that was begun in the East
It is highly doubtful whether the West would have been able to go
ahead if it had not learned the rudiments of everything it knows
in the schools of the East

The knowledge of the Greeks was not the result of cerebral
spontaneous combustion. Mathematics and astronomy and archi-
tecture and medicine did not, like Pallas Athene, jump forth from
the head of Zeus, armed from head to foot, ready for the glorious
battle upon human stupidity. They were the result of slow and
painful and deliberate growth, and die real pioneering work was
done along the banks of the Euphrates and the Tigris.
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